P a s t a s P r o l o g u e
Who won the Democratic popular vote this spring depends on how the vote is counted. This tally is limited to presidential primaries in the states that have electoral votes in November. No caucus votes are included, but primary results are from non-binding contests as well as from Florida and Michigan, unsanctioned primaries at the time they were held. Barack Obama's name did not appear on the primary ballot in Michigan. Without the results from the latter, the Illinois senator would have the lead in the nationwide Democratic primary vote.
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THREE VOTING GROUPS TO WATCH
The presidential election this fall will largely be decided by how the candidates fare among three different groups of voterssuburban, blue-collar and Hispanic. While these categories can certainly overlap, this chart highlights how Barack Obama and John McCain performed during the primary season in a sampling of counties dominated by each of these groups. during the primary season that resulted in far greater turnouts on the Democratic than the Republican side. In Missouri, the ratio of primary ballots on Super Tuesday was nearly 3-to-2 Democratic, with Obama drawing more than twice as many votes as McCain.
Good start for the Democrats. But the pay off is in November when a far larger universe of voters will be participating. In Missouri -as in other battleground states such as Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio -it would not be surprising if the candidates run well in the same parts of the electorate where they showed strength in the primaries. But for Obama to win, he has to gain ground in areas where he previously demonstrated weakness.
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OBAMA AND THE 'BOYS OF SUMMER'
W hen it comes to presidential politics, the Democrats are not a party that can afford to be cocky.
Since Lyndon Johnson scored his one-sided victory over Barry Goldwater in 1964, Republican presidential candidates have won a majority of the popular vote five times, their Democratic counterparts only once. And even then, Jimmy Carter's 50.1 percent share in 1976 was the barest of majorities.
In the last generation or two, Democratic presidential nominees have been a political version of the "boys of summer." The phrase was used by baseball writer Roger Kahn to memorialize the members of the 1950s-era Brooklyn Dodgers. But for the Democrats, the term has not been a pleasant one. In eight of the 10 presidential elections since LBJ's landslide victory, the Democratic candidate has held the lead in the Gallup Poll at some point before Labor Day, but has gone on to win only three of those races. 
DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL TICKETS SINCE WORLD WAR II
When Barack Obama announced his vice presidential choice of Joe Biden on Aug. 23, he went to the usual source for Democratic running mates, the U.S. Senate. Since World War II, only two Democratic picks for number two have come from elsewhere, and one of those (Sargent Shriver in 1972) was a substitute for the original choice (Thomas Eagleton) who was a senator. 
PRESIDENTIAL ROLL CALLS SINCE 1968
As national conventions have become giant pep rallies for each party over the last decade or two, the traditional presidential roll call has become one of the scripted events. The last Democratic nominee to encounter more than scattered opposition on the roll call was Bill Clinton in 1992. The last Republican presidential balloting of any import came in 1976, when President Gerald Ford held off Ronald Reagan for the GOP nomination. All of the totals below reflect results at the end of the first ballot before any delegate shifts for the sake of party harmony. No major party convention has taken more than one ballot to decide its presidential nominee since 1952. Obama has yet to suffer such a debilitating assault, although voters have undoubtedly not heard the last of Tony Rezko, Rev. Jeremiah Wright, or the senator's own controversial statement about "Gods, guns and small-town America."
The Republicans have proved masters at exploiting Democratic weaknesses since the days of Richard Nixon. But in many cases, the Democrats have made it fairly easy for them by nominating rela- But that normally is how it goes. The primaries are a low hurdle for the vast majority of congressional incumbents. The casualty list is routinely small. And the primary competition, where it exists, is often influenced by the vagaries of the local terrain, with the action frequently heaviest in one-party districts which are not in play in the fall.
Yet all that said, the congressional primaries are not irrelevant, and can provide an important hint as to what may lie ahead. Often, though, the telling clues can be buried deep in the data.
In the last two decades there have been two "big change" elections, in 1994 and 2006, when control of both houses of Congress shifted party hands. In each case, the primary season that year looked calm on the surface.
In 1994, only four House members (three Democrats and one Republican) were denied renomination, by itself hardly a precursor of the GOP tidal wave to come. A dozen years later, only a pair of House incumbents lost primaries (a Democrat and a Republican), as did Democratic Sen. Joe Lieberman, who was still able to hold his seat that fall by running as an independent. The 2006 primaries, in short, appeared to be no more a guide to the Democratic resurgence that fall than the intra-party competition had been in 1994.
But beneath the seemingly calm surface each year, the currents were stronger, and in each case indicated problems ahead for the party holding the White House. In 1994, when the presidency of Bill Clinton was faltering, members of his party in Congress suffered at the ballot box, beginning with the primaries. Of the senators and representatives that lost at least 25% of their party's primary votes that year, fully two-thirds were Democrats. It was an early sign of erosion in the Democratic base that proved costly that fall.
In 2006, with the lowly rated presidency of George W. Bush reaching its second midterm, it was Republican members of Congress that struggled disproportionately in the primaries. Nearly 60% of congressional incumbents that lost at least 25% of the primary vote that year were Republicans.
This year with Bush's approval scores even lower, the story is similar. Less than 2 months after winning special election, Carson faces 8-way primary
